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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

2. Regarding claim 1, the phrase "the kind" renders the claim(s) indefinite because the 
claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "the kind"), thereby 
rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such thai the subject mallei' as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sakaguchi 
(US 2002/0120502). 



Application/Control Number: 10/595,017 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3744 

Sakaguchi discloses a network system and home appliance connected to a network 
effectively utilize data collected from home appliances to achieve more effective advertising and 
sales promotion using the home appliance. The system also can be used in Hotels to monitor the 
use of refrigerators installed in guest rooms [0006]. Referring to Fig.l, home appliance A 100, 
home appliance B 1 10, home appliance C 120, and home appliance X 130 can connect to service 
center 200 by way of network 400, which is further described in detail below according to a 
preferred embodiment of the invention. These home appliances can be the same type of 
appliance or difference types of appliances, in the case of hotel, these appliances are refrigerators 
within the rooms. Referring to Fig. 2, controller 150 provides overall control of the home 
Appliance such as refrigerator. Display 160 is disposed in the middle of the refrigerator door, for 
example, and is preferably an LCD. A refrigerator status detector 190 controls bar code scanner 
191, infrared sensor 192, and weight sensor 193 to detect changes in conditions inside the 
refrigerator. That is, infrared sensor 192 and weight sensor 193 detect goods being put into and 
taken out of the refrigerator, and product information is entered by bar code scanner 191 [0043]. 
Information stored for each home appliance includes, as shown in Fig.3, consumption data such 
as what types of products are purchased and put into the refrigerator at what frequency, inventory 
data such as what types of products are kept for how long in the refrigerator, consumption trends 
analyzed from the consumption data and inventory data [0045]. In regard to the locations of the 
elements, there would be no invention in shifting the location of the part to a different position 
since the operation of the device would not thereby be modified. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70 
(CCPA 1950). Also, there are finite numbers of selectable locations in the refrigerator to install 
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the parts to achieve user friendly results. Official notice is taken that structure details are well 
known in the art in the monitoring system, several examples of prior art are provided below: 

Brown et al. (U.S. Patent Number 7,065,501) disclose communication bus system to 
transfer data information. 

Asher et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,567,926) disclose the measurement of refrigerator 
temperature and door open/close information. 

Dearing et al. (US 2002/0183882) disclose I/O buffer used in the input and output 
information. 

Cenedese et al. (US 2004/01 17274) disclose transponder used as the reading device for 
groceries. 

Bodin et al. (US 2003/0144926) disclose a system for inventory control for inventory 
items having RFID tags. "RFID" means Radio Frequency Identification, a technology for 
identifying objects by use of an antenna, a transceiver, and a transponder for bi-directional data 
transmission. 

Crisp (U.S. Patent Number 6,751,525) discloses the system automatically detects 
refrigerator problems and supplies and arranges for repair service. 
5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chen- Wen Jiang whose telephone number is (571) 272-4809. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cheryl Tyler can be reached on (571) 272-4834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Chen- Wen Jiang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3744 



